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Hearts, Wallets Opening For Boy
Donations To Portage Victim 

The Capital Times :: METRO :: C2 

Wednesday, June 27, 2007 

Donations of money, a new bed and a weekend resort stay are just part of the community effort to help an 11-year-old boy found this month 
hiding in a closet at the rented home where authorities say he was brutally abused. 

His mother was found buried in the yard, and four people are now charged with being party to her murder and to the abuse inflicted on the 
boy, which included burns over his body from boiling water and injuries from serial beatings. His extensive injuries are documented in the 
criminal complaint filed last week in Columbia County Circuit Court. 

News reports of the case have brought an outpouring of concern for the boy, both locally and across the nation. 

"I actually had nightmares, and all I could do was picture my son's face on this little boy, experiencing what he did," said Lisa Mcleod of 
Brockton, Mass. "I don't even know this boy, but 'broken heart' doesn't cover it." 

 

As of Tuesday, the donations to Portage Cares, a fundraising effort 
spearheaded by the Portage Daily Register, totaled more than $10,500. 

The fund also is to benefit the three younger children who lived at the home and 
are now in foster care. The 11-year-old boy remains under hospital care. 

A committee of local leaders, including Daily Register publisher George Althoff, 
will determine how to dole out the contributions. 

Adele Briggs of Janesville is among those hoping to help the 11-year-old. 

"Each of my three children made cards for him, and my 14-year-old daughter 
said she would like to be pen pals with him," Briggs said. "I got him a dream 
catcher made by Navajo Indians and a pin that stands for courage." 

Briggs works at Simmons Mattress Co. in Janesville, which plans to donate a 
bed to the boy. 

"When it comes to children, everybody here is a softie," Briggs said. 

Robert Procter, a new father and lawyer at Axley Brynelson in Madison, said the law firm was offering the boy a weekend stay at the Chula 
Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells once he's able to go. 

"Rather than give money, we wanted him to have fun," Procter said. "It was difficult to believe that a child was treated so badly that he will 
have to overcome the abuse for the rest of his life." 

The Portage High School girls basketball scheduled a car wash and bratwurst sale Friday at Portage National Bank to benefit the children. 
Other groups also planned fundraisers. 

"As a team, so many people have supported us and it's time to pay back the community," said Taylor Cullen, team captain. 

The money raised "will not change (the boy's) life, but it can help him along the way. He went through all this and he will become a better 
person," she said. 

While welcoming the donations to the fund, Portage police advised a Florida aunt of the 11-year-old boy to stop her efforts to raise money for 
her nephew's medical costs. 

Local police notified authorities in Florida's Collier County that statements made by Becky Garlin of Immokalee, Fla., about her fundraising 
might be misleading. 

Police Lt. Mark Hahn said Garlin had solicited money to pay for the boy's medical bills, but because the boy is under state care, the family is 
not responsible for those costs. 

Garlin told the Daily Register she was not raising money for the medical bills but to help the boy once he is released from the hospital. 

"We stopped raising money today because Mark Hahn told us if we didn't, he was going to put us in jail," she said. 

In another development, Hahn said Candace Clark, 23, one of the four people facing charges, spoke to police on at least three occasions 
before her arrest, but she never indicated there was anything wrong at the home. 

Clark had told reporters Friday that she tried to get authorities to investigate the house by calling police to report alleged incidents in her 
neighborhood. She said she couldn't give police specific details out of fear of her boyfriend Michael Sisk, 25, also charged in the case. 
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Hahn said even after Clark knew everyone from the house had been taken into custody, she kept lying to police and trying to hide her 
identity. 

"She provided false information every time we had contact with her," Hahn said. 
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